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Bentley, McCall Announce Regional Safety Blitz  
at Labor Day News Conference

Gov. Robert Bentley and Col. Hugh 
B. McCall informed the public 
Sept. 1 at a press conference along-
side Interstate 85 of an ongoing 
safety initiative to keep roadways 
safe throughout the Labor Day 
holiday travel period.

“Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. 
Under Arrest.” vows to arrest every 
person caught driving while im-
paired.

“The campaign’s message is sim-
ple,” said McCall. “Highway safety 
is one of our top priorities, and 
we’ll be out in full force, saturating 
Alabama’s roadways, conducting 
sobriety checks and doing every-
thing we can to get drunk drivers 
off the road.”

Aiding troopers during the crack-
down are specially outfitted trucks 
known as BAT-mobiles, complete 
with field sobriety-testing units and 
all equipment necessary to process 
drunken drivers.

The DPS BAT-mobiles were pur-
chased with grant funding from the 
Alabama Department of Economic 
and Community Affairs.

Across the country, it is illegal to 
drive with a BAC of .08 or higher. 
According to the latest data, nearly 
a third of fatalities in motor vehi-
cile crashes involved a driver with 
a BAC above the legal limit – an 
average of one fatality every 48 
minutes.
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DPS Salutes Fallen 
Anniston Police Officer

Several hundred family members, friends and fellow 
law enforcement officers gathered Aug. 29 to say their 
final goodbyes to fallen Anniston Police officer Justin 
Sollohub at a funeral service held at Harvest Church 
of God in Anniston.

Sollohub, the stepson of Tpr. Byron Morris, was in 
foot pursuit of a subject when he was wounded by 
gunshot while on duty Aug. 24. Sollohub succumbed 
to his injury the following day.

Law enforcement from Alabama, Georgia and Florida 
attended the service. Retired Anniston police officers 
and members from other law enforcement agencies 
also volunteered time during the service to patrol the 
city, allowing the Anniston Police Department to say 
farewell to one of its own.
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Bus Summit Addresses  
Motorcoach Safety Concerns

Although bus transportation is one 
of the most cost-effective, accessible 
and safe forms of public transpor-
tation, there has been a number of 
recent tragic crashes around the 
United States that involved motor-
coaches. In an effort to strengthen 
motorcoach safety, the Alabama 
Department of Public Safety’s Mo-
tor Carrier Safety Unit together with 
the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion’s Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration held a Bus Summit 
on Aug. 15 in Pelham to increase 
motorcoach safety awareness, en-
forcement, and education to reduce 
the number of motorcoach crashes.

At the Summit, the FMCSA, Ala-
bama Division, presented updates on 
Compliance, Safety, Accountability 
requirements, and troopers from the 
Motor Carrier Safety Unit conducted 
full motorcoach inspections. Safety 
investigators and roadside inspec-
tors were also on hand to answer all 
questions concerning inspections 
and compliance.

The National Motorcoach Safety 
Summit will be held Sept. 23 in 
Washington, D.C.

Compliance, Safety, Accountability 
is a FMCSA initiative to improve 
large truck and bus safety and ulti-
mately reduce crashes, injuries and 
fatalities that are related to com-
mercial motor vehicles. It introduces 
a new enforcement and compliance 
model that allows FMCSA and its 
state partners to contact a larger 
number of carriers to address safety 
problems before crashes occur.
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Eradication
Update 1 1

Extensive drought conditions 
throughout much of the state have 
caused the plant totals for ABI’s 
Marijuana Eradication team to 
drop dramatically in 2011, said Sgt. 
Melissa Hubbard. Through Aug. 
26, eradication is responsible for 
destroying 10,792 plants, worth 
approximately $21.6 million, and 
making 39 arrests.

“Sparse rains and hot weather in 
the spring months forced much of 
the state into a drought situation 
in which we never fully recovered,” 
said Hubbard. “Frequent spring 
rainfalls and favorable weather 
conditions last year yielded a very 
different result, when 24,071 plants 
were destroyed and 79 arrests were 
made during the period in 2010.”

With figures from 2011 on the 
downswing, it is important to note 
that statistics from each eradication 
season vary widely, from the 10-
year high of 91,515 plants found in 
2005 to the 10-year low of 28,372 
plants found in 2007. While Hub-
bard cites weather conditions as be-
ing a primary reason for the figure 
variations, she also attributes the 
drop in discovered plants to grow-
ers just being unwilling to chal-
lenge the well-trained eye of state 
trooper pilots flying overhead.

During the 1990s, several hundred 
thousand plants were located dur-

ing the summer months each year. 
After seeing their crops destroyed 
in consecutive seasons, growers be-
gan to realize that if they tried to 
grow marijuana in the open, pilots 
would spot them. More recently, 
elaborate setups to grow marijuana 
indoors became prevalent because 
they are much less dependent on 
weather conditions and more dif-
ficult to detect.

While it is likely plant totals in 
Alabama will never top the tre-
mendous hauls from decades prior, 
the rise of indoor grows and the cy-

clical effect of unfavorable weather 
have helped keep the total number 
of arrests consistently high, year 
over year. Linking growers to their 
plants is a much easier task when 
they are tending and caring for 
their plants.

Marijuana eradication season be-
gins each May and typically lasts 
until October.

The eradication program is funded 
by the U.S. Department of Justice, 
Drug Enforcement Administration.

Tpr. Pilot Rusty Rowland spotted 150 marijuana plants growing 
Aug. 30 in Dallas County. Hubbard, Agent Brian Manley and 
three Dallas County Deputies seized and destroyed the find.
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A NEW REGULAR FEATURE.    Future Story Idea? Let Us Know!

...Ashley Grant
Is a Cake Artist

Step aside “Ace of Cakes” and “Cake 
Boss” – Department of Public Safety’s 
own Ashley Grant has some sweet 
cake-decorating skills and can create 
just about anything with a little icing, 
fondant and spare time.

Born into the DPS family, Grant’s dad 
is retired Lt. Robert Harrison, and her 
uncle is retired Capt. Chuck Burns. 
Nine years ago, however, she offi-
cially joined the family as a member 
of Driver License Division’s Safety 
Responsibility Unit. Later, in 2007, 
she transferred to the Administrative 
Division, and she works as an ASA 
III in the Fatality Analysis Reporting 
System (FARS) office at DPS head-
quarters and is responsible for entering 
fatal crash data into the FARS national 
database.

In her off time, this Prattville resident 
enjoys spending time with her hus-
band, Josh, their four-legged babies 
and other family and friends. She also 
volunteers at the Humane Society of 

Elmore County and frequently whips 
up a batch of incredibly cute cupcakes 
or other goodies for fundraisers. 

A self-taught cake decorator, Grant 
definitely has talent. Whether it’s 
cowboy boots and silver horseshoes, 
naturalistic seashells or Cookie Mon-
ster and his mountain of chocolate-
chip cookies, Grant’s work is all about 
the details.    

“I’ve always liked to bake. Mama 
taught us all to cook,” she said. “Three 
or four years ago, I decided to try cake 
decorating. I had a friend who did it, 
and I thought I would try it.”

And she did. 

Her first attempt – a bear cake – turned 
out well for her friend’s 2-year-old. 
It took “forever” to pipe on enough 
icing with a star-shaped decorating tip 
to cover the cake, but she did it. Her 
hands cramped up, and she vowed 
never to do it again.

For cake No. 2, she took a stab at 
something more challenging, some-
thing that a lot of novice decorators 
consider daunting: fondant.

A rolled sugar icing, fondant can be 
used to give cakes a smooth finish or 
to sculpt all sorts of objects. And while 
ready-to-use fondant is available in 
a variety of colors, Grant prefers to 
purchase plain white fondant, which is 
less expensive and gives her the option 
of adding the colors she wants.
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“It’s like playing with edible clay,” 
Grant said. “People are scared of it, 
but if you can create with clay, you 
can make a cake with fondant decora-
tions.”

For that first fondant-covered cake, 
Grant went with a fishing theme for 
her dad’s birthday. And she has grown 
from there, tackling bigger, more 
impressive projects for friends and 
family.

So far, she has created about 50 
cakes – including Sponge Bob Square 
Pants (a personal favorite!) and other 
cartoon characters, Noah’s Ark, a 
lighthouse, baby booties and more. For 
Mother’s Day one year, she sculpted a 
tea party cake for her mom with fon-
dant table cloth, tea pot, tea cups and 
plates, sandwiches and more. 

When she first got into it all, Grant 

read up on working with fondant.

“Google is your best friend,” she 
said, adding that there are all sorts of 
tutorials online. It was also important 
to remember that fondant is just food, 
which can be eaten – even if it’s ugly.

Of all the possibilities, Sponge Bob is 
her favorite theme, particularly when it 
involves a good vanilla cake. Her least 
favorite? Those cute little cowboy 
boots. She said she would never make 
another pair, but you never know. One 
of her great-nephews might charm one 
out of her. Their parents will just have 
to make sure they turn in their orders 
well in advance.

“I don’t sell them, but I’ll do them for 
family and friends,” she said. “They 
just have to give me a month’s notice.” 

What is fondant? 
Fondant is a rolled sugar icing used 
most commonly to give a cake a 
smooth appearance. Fondant can be 
made at home from scratch or ready-
made varieties can be purchased from 
baking supply shops. You can use fon-
dant to sculpt objects in frosting, make 
a cake appear completely level and 
even add different colors and textures 
to an otherwise plain cake. 

What tools are required?
When working with fondant, it’s 
important to use the right surface for 
the icing as well as the proper tools. 
Fondant can easily stick to a surface. 
Use a non-stick insert on any surface 
when rolling out larger pieces. This is 
an easy way to add additional detail 
to any design. Simply roll the fondant 
on the surface to the desired thickness. 
Lift up carefully. Another useful tool 
for working with fondant is a series 
of rolling pin. Look for rolling pins 

with non-stick surfaces. Find pins in 
different sizes to help you work with 
different projects. Some people prefer 
to use powdered sugar when working 
with fondant, but cornstarch will make 
the fondant less sticky without adding 
sugar. It should, however, be added 
gradually.

How do you get it to 
stick together? 
If you want to sculpt fondant into 
complicated shapes that may require 
multiple pieces, do not use water to 
hold everything together. Water will 
make the fondant stick to your hands. 
Instead, use piping gel, extracts such 
as vanilla or almond and even one part 
of a powder called Tylo mixed with 
10 parts water left overnight to give 
powder mixture a chance to harden 
into a gel that can be used to connect 
fondant pieces.

Source: eHow.com
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Under the leadership of the 
Alabama Department of 
Homeland Security, the 

Alabama Fusion Center is imple-
menting changes to provide better 
service to the Department of Public 
Safety and other law enforcement, 
public sector and private sector 
customers. You may be wonder-
ing, just what is a fusion center and 
what is our mission?

The Alabama Fusion Center is a 
joint task force comprising person-
nel from DPS, Alabama Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security 
and the FBI. Our organizational 
oversight is provided by the Ala-
bama Fusion Center Executive 
Steering Committee, Director 
Spencer Collier of Alabama Home-
land Security and Col. Hugh B. 
McCall, who serve as chairman 
and vice-chairman, respectively. 
The Alabama Fusion Center’s 
mission is to receive both criminal 

Reorganized Alabama Fusion Center Provides 
Service to DPS, Other Enforcement Agencies

and non-criminal information, tips 
and suspicious activity informa-
tion with appropriate agencies and 
authorized individuals throughout 
the state. We also will continue to 
respond to requests for informa-
tion and to assist with criminal case 
work and documentation as we 
have in the past. We have reorga-
nized to ensure that criminal data 
and criminal information related 
to specific cases will be protected, 
stored separately in a secure area 
and handled only by a select and 
limited number of designated Ala-
bama Fusion Center employees.

The Alabama Fusion Center inter-
nal reorganization involves three 
major components. First, we’ve 
created two intelligence divi-
sions headed by DPS employees, 
each with more than 20 years of 
dedicated service. Renita Ward 
has been selected to serve as the 
senior supervisory intelligence 
analyst responsible for the Criminal 

Intelligence Division, and Sandra 
Johnson has been selected to serve 
as the supervisory intelligence ana-
lyst responsible for the Terrorism 
Intelligence Division. Additionally, 
each of the intelligence analysts 
within the two divisions will be as-
signed a specific region within the 
state, and a portfolio relating to the 
critical infrastructure sectors and 
other priority areas (e.g., gangs, 
international terrorism or soverign 
citizens).

A copy of our regional breakout is 
provided on the following page. If 
you have questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact the AFC direc-
tor, the senior intelligence analysts 
or an intelligence analyst who 
focuses on an area or topic of inter-
est. We look forward to working 
with you.
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The Alabama State Trooper Association held its 
annual memorial ride honoring troopers who have 

lost their lives in the line of duty Aug. 28.

Participating riders met at various starting 
points throughout the state and traveled to their 

destination of Montgomery’s Riverwalk Stadium.

Each year, the ASTA Memorial Ride honors the 
highway patrolmen and Alabama state troopers 
who have lost their lives in service to the state.

Proceeds from the event help to provide life 
insurance for state troopers.
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Click on the above image to view the  
2011 “Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest.” PSA.

Drunk Driving.
Over The Limit. 
Under Arrest.

The Alabama Department of 
Economic and Community 
Affairs joined with Public 

Safety and local law enforcement 
to increase enforcement Aug. 
19 through Sept. 5 as part of the 
national “Drunk Driving. Over the 
Limit. Under Arrest” crackdown on 
impaired driving.

The blitz focuses more than 11,000 
agencies nationwide to combat and 
heighten awareness about one of 
America’s most deadly crimes. In 
2009, 10,839 people died in alco-
hol-related crashes.

“Driving a 3000 pound vehicle 
while impaired is no different than 
aimlessly pointing a loaded gun at 
a crowd of innocent people,” said 
Sgt. Steve Jarrett. “Remember, if 
you drink and drive, you are break-
ing the law, and you will be ar-
rested.”

DPS is teaming with local law 
enforcement agencies to participate 
in the DUI campaign by conduct-
ing enforcement activities such as 
road blocks, saturation patrols and 
tactical line patrols. The national 
“Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. 
Under Arrest.” impaired driving 
crackdown is organized by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration and focuses on com-
bining high-visibility enforcement 

with heightened public awareness 
through advertising and publicity.

“Driving with a BAC of .08 or 
higher is illegal in every state,” 
Jarret said. “Yet we continue to 

see a tragic number of people with 
debilitating injuries and deaths as 
a result of impaired driving. This 
careless disregard for human life 
must stop.”
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Three Crisis Response Team troopers attended a four-day 
course on radiation detection Aug. 1-4 at the Nevada Na-
tional Security Site in Mercury, Nevada; approximately 60 
miles north of Las Vegas.

The class focused on using different types of equipment to 
detect radiation, including personal radiation detectors, pri-
mary screener backpacks and secondary screener radiation 
isotope identifier devices. CRT troopers currently utilize 
all of this equipment on special details, particularly at large 
events such as Mardi Gras or races at Talladega.

“The backpack is really useful for detection,” said Sgt. Da-
vid Steward. “It enables troopers assigned to radiation de-
tection to not only detect, but also verify radiation alarms, 
localize radiation sources and measure detected radioactive 
material with increased range and sensitivity.”

“We currently use three backpacks during radiation 
sweeps,” Steward added.

In addition to Steward, Cpl. Chris Woodard and Tpr. Micah 
Little attended the training in Nevada, with three more CRT 
troopers scheduled to attend training in coming months.

All radiation equipment used by CRT troopers was com-
pletely funded by the Alabama Department of Homeland 
Security. The training course was paid for by the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security. Training was provided 
by the Counter-Terrorism Support Operations.

CRT Attends Radiation 
Detection Training

DPS Employees  
Plan Getaway

DPS friends Cheri Cook, Patti 
Lindsey, Missy Moore, Diane 
Woodruff, Katie Pouncey and 
Jeannie Eastman decided to all 
get out of the office together 
for a three-day weekend of ad-
venture in Pigeon Forge, Tenn., 
including whitewater rafting, 
outlet shopping and taking in a 
show or two.
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People You Know!
Resignations

Nikki Cox  7.18.11  DL Examiner I   DL/Birmingham Examining
Ashley Jowers  7.11.11  DL Examiner I   DL/Mobile Examining

Retirements
Lynette Johnson  8.01.11  Forensic Technology Examiner ABI/CISG
F.A. “Bubba” Bingham 8.01.11  Major    Special Projects
Dee Neihardt  8.01.11  PEDS I/II   ADM/Grants Administration
Rosemary Perdue  8.01.11  PEDS IV   ADM/Grants Administration
Joseph Ptomey  8.01.11  Captain    DL/Mobile Examining
James Richardson  8.01.11  PCO II    HP/Hamilton
Gordon McGriff  8.01.11  Equipment Mechanic  SER/Fleet Maintenance
Gail Squire  8.01.11  Graphic Arts Technician  SER/Print Shop
Larry Whiteside  8.01.11  Equipment Mechanic  SER/Fleet Maintenance

Elston Receives 
Life Saving Award

Tpr. William Elston Jr. recently was recog-
nized for outstanding service to the depart-
ment for his efforts in saving the life of a 
motorist trapped inside a burning car on April 
3 in downtown Birmingham.

As Elston prepared to enter Interstate 59, 
a pedestrian stopped to inform him of the 
nearby entrapped motorist.

“When I approached the vehicle, I saw flames 
and smoke,” said Elston. “While conscious, 
the driver’s legs were broken and his door 
jammed. Unable to escape on his own, I did 
the only thing I could think of to get him 
out.”

“Tpr. Elston pulled the man from the burning 
vehicle and to safety just one minute before 
the vehicle exploded,” said Capt. Reginald 
Fornis. “There is no doubt this trooper was 
instrumental in saving this man’s life.”Col. Hugh B. McCall pins Elston’s Life Saving Award.
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Alabama Department of

P u b l i c  S a f e t y
Contributing:

Maj. Hugh McCall, ABI

Capt. Charles Ward, PS

Capt. Jack Clark, HP

Sgt. Ricky Agerton, ABI

Tpr. John Reese, ADM

Tommy Giles, Photography

Editor:
Ryan Godfrey

We’re on the WeB!
dps.alabama.gov

Questions? Comments? Concerns?
Stay in touch with The Blue Light.

Please e-mail all requests to:

ryan.godfrey@dps.alabama.gov

On Your Calendar
Monday, October 10

Columbus Day
Friday, November 11

Veterans Day
Thursday, November 24

Thanksgiving Day
Monday, December 26

Christmas Day (offices closed)

RSA Criminal Justice Center
Montgomery, Ala.

Contributing:
Chief Pilot Lee Hamilton, SER

Capt. Jack Clark, HP

Sgt. Melissa Hubbard, ABI

Sgt. David Steward, HP

Tommy Giles, Photography

Reserve Tpr. Tony Dickey

Robyn Bradley Litchfield

Editor:
Ryan Godfrey

DRMO Training Sept. 1
Retiree Weapons Qualification 8
PowerPoint 2007 12-13
PCO In-service 12-14
DPS In-service 12-16
PPCT Recertification 
      Outside Agencies 12-16
PowerPoint 2003 14-15
Internet Explorer 8 16

Excel 2007 19-20
Patrol Rifle School
      DPS/Outside Agencies 19-23
Polygraph Training 19-23
Basic Police Academy 142 19-30
Excel 2003 21-22
Outlook & Webmail 23
Polygraph Training 26-30
DPS In-service 26-30

To Whom It May Concern:

I wanted to take a moment to thank you for having Sgt. Ronni Fetty in your 
employment. Earlier this month, my son was pulled over and arrested for 
DUI. Originally, I had received conflicting information from the officers 
about where and when this happened.

In an effort to get better information about what happened, I contacted Sgt. 
Fetty, and we spoke for a long time about the situation. The entire time we 
spoke on the phone, she was courteous and helpful, never once making 
me feel as if she was rushing to get me off the phone, unlike the officer in 
the community where he was pulled over. I am sure you are accustomed to 
complaints, but I like to send compliments when someone goes above and 
beyond to be helpful.
    
    Denise Overstreet

September Academy 
Schedule

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Alabama-Department-of-Public-Safety/172153769463429
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Alabama-Department-of-Public-Safety/172153769463429
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