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Department of Public Safety 
member Frank Thomas 
considers himself one of 

the lucky few. 

While sitting on the sidelines 
thrills some football fans, this PCO 
III assigned to DPS’s Jacksonville 
Post actually gets to travel with his 
favorite team, the Jacksonville State 
Gamecocks – and he wouldn’t trade 
the experience for anything. 

“It means a lot. I try to stay out 
of their way, but I get to see be-
hind the scenes,” said Thomas, the 
department’s senior PCO with 
33 years under his belt. “I’m just a 
lucky individual who gets to travel 
as a fan.” 

Thomas has been a Jax State fan for 
a number of years. Red and white 
Gamecocks memorabilia rules his 
office with a helmet, pennant, a col-

lage featuring a newspaper spread 
on the 2003 championship and 
an autographed photo of Coach 
Jack Crowe – which hangs be-
tween signed photos of those other 
coaches, Nick Saban and Tommy 
Tuberville.

  In 1994, when Cpl. Clyde Reaves 
of the Jacksonville Post needed 
help driving, Thomas was recruited 
to help. At that time, Bill Burgess 
was the Gamecocks’ coach and 
truly impressed Thomas with his 
positive attitude and winning spirit. 

Then with Coach Jack Crowe at 
the helm, the team joined the Ohio 
Valley Conference in 2003 and 
worked its way to the top that first 
year, following it up with a second 
championship in 2004. It was an 
exciting time for the team – and for 
Thomas, who enjoyed the celebra-
tion as much as the players. (He 
even did his part to bring luck with 
special underwear and socks.)

Like a lot of DPS members, Thom-
as grew up in the department. His 
dad, the late Frank Thomas, was 
a trooper, and the family moved 
around the state as his dad’s assign-
ments included Russell County to 

A NEW REGULAR FEATURE.    Future Story Idea? Let Us Know!
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Mobile County to Clay County.

In 1978, when he was 20, Thomas 
was hired by the Alabama Depart-
ment of Corrections. Three months 
later, he heard DPS had a radio 
room opening in Opelika, and he 
started there a week later. Soon, he 
was accepted to attend the Ala-
bama Criminal Justice Training 
Center.

“That lasted three days,” said 
Thomas, who informed the ser-
geant that he realized that being 
a trooper was not for him, that he 
desired to go back to Jacksonville 
as a PCO. He said instructors tried 
to talk him out of leaving, but he 
knew he was better suited for the 
radio room. 

He did travel around a bit before 
making it back home in Septem-
ber 1989, and that is where he has 
been since.  (There was a six-month 
period during which he left for 
a railroad job, but that didn’t last 
long. DPS radioed him home.)  

“I have been all around central 
Alabama, and I have worked with 
a lot of folks – but all good folks,” 

he said. It has been an interesting 
career, being part of other people’s 
tragedies and responding to their 
needs.  Even during a disaster, 
while sleeping on a blow-up mat-
tress in the middle of a gymnasium 
or making do in a hotel without 
electricity, Thomas is dedicated 
to giving his all and serving the 
public. 

Besides, he said, there is nothing 
like a disaster to remind him of just 
how fortunate he is. 

Traveling with his favorite football 
team is like icing on the cake. 

Thomas understands that to most 
Alabama football fans, it’s either 

Auburn University or University 
of Alabama.  “People want you to 
choose one of them (Auburn or 
Alabama). I’m a Jax State fan,” he 
said proudly. 

His plan is to travel with the team 
another two or three seasons before 
turning it over to somebody else.  
Those trips – which often begin 
Friday morning and end in the 
wee hours of Sunday – get old and 
might be better suited to somebody 
who is a bit younger, he said. 

But he’ll always be a Jax State fan 
and will continue to display his 
colorful memorabilia in his office at 
the Post.   Go, Gamecocks!
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At the Star I.D.  
Media Day...

...And ALVerify 
News Conference



6oCtober 2011 the blue light

Eight Capitol Police officers 
are now certified for high-
visibility bicycle patrol after 

three officers recently completed 
a 40-hour training course, said 
Lt. Mark Whitaker. The training 
teaches officers how best to utilize 
the bicycle while performing their 
duties, including defensive riding 
techniques. Bike patrol officers also 
must consistently exceed standards 
relevant to annual Physical Fitness 
testing.

Speciality vehicles used in and 
around the Capitol complex 
augment Capitol Police’s abil-
ity to quickly respond to various 
situations. Tailored for providing a 
greater police presence in a highly 
concentrated area, the bicycle patrol 
canvases the multi-block down-
town area during special events, 
parades and demonstrations, and 

also during times of high traffic 
congestion. In addition to bicycles, 
Capitol Police also uses T3 person-
al transport devices in this capacity.

“Capitol Police’s bicycle patrol al-
lows us to keep in contact with the 
public in ways that you just cannot 
do from the interior of a police 
cruiser,” said Whitaker. “With more 
than 7,000 employees, visitors and 
state officials concentrated in such 
a small area at any given time, bi-
cycles allow us to more thoroughly 
and effectively cover the downtown 
area. There is also a huge cost sav-
ings involved, when you consider 
fuel and upkeep of a patrol vehicle.”

Capitol Police’s bike patrol was 
started in 2006 by then-Capt. Neil 
Tew, as acting Division Chief of 
Protective Services.

Bike Patrol Increases Exposure in Capitol Complex
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Greeting the  
New Recruits

DPS Academy staff  
welcomed the recruits to the 
Alabama Criminal Justice 

Training Center in Selma on 
Sept. 19 for the start of their  

training as members of  
Basic Police Class 142.

Progress on Phase II

Construction of phase II of 
the ACJTC is taking shape, 

as seen in this Sept. 27 photo. 
The structure will be used for 

multiple purposes, functioning 
both as an auditorium and a 

gymnasium. 



For nearly five years, it has brought me great pleasure to provide The Blue Light to you each month. Rich in 
history and steeped with tradition, this department has so many wonderful stories and unique personalities, that 
I truly feel both honored and humbled to have been even just a small component of a mission so large.

In my short time at DPS, I’ve had a lifetime of experiences I likely would have never encountered otherwise. 
From standing on the sidelines at the Iron Bowl to flying directly over the Talladega Superspeedway during a 
race to touring a saw mill and paper manufacturing plant, my many experiences at DPS run the gamut from 
exhilarating to entertaining and from interesting to insightful.

While that may sound like all fun and games, it has all been with purpose. The very fabric that connects all of 
these stories is that of the department’s never ceasing mission of providing courtesy, service, and protection. 
That same fabric is what helps make DPS a family, and also what makes bidding the department farewell so 
incredibly difficult.

For all of the past, current, and future members of DPS that came to rely upon The Blue Light for departmental 
news, I am pleased to announce the newsletter will continue under the leadership of Robyn Bradley Litchfield, 
although editions will occur quarterly for the interim, until a successor is named.

Thank you again for this wonderful opportunity. It has been a remarkable ride.

Best,

Ryan Godfrey
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New Employees
Carol Tharpe  9.01.11  Clerical Aide   DL/Medical Records
Loretta Thornton  9.01.11  Clerical Aide   DL/Medical Records

Transfers
Debra Andrews  9.01.11  DL Specialist   DL/Montgomery Examining
Loyd Arrington  9.01.11  Corporal   ABI/Investigative Operations
Britt Bishop  9.01.11  Trooper    HP/Motor Carrier
Donna Elrod  9.01.11  DL Examiner I   DL/Madison County
Sylvia Free  9.01.11  ASA I    DL/Reinstatement
Terry King  9.01.11  Corporal   HP/MCSU
Bobbie Jo McCullough 9.01.11  ASA I    DL/Examining Unit
Jennifer Powell  9.01.11  PCO I    ADM/Capitol Police
Wade Pruitt  9.01.11  Lieutenant   ABI/Morgan County
Karl Youngblood  9.01.11  Captain    ABI/Assistant Div Chief

Resignations
Lacrisha Bradford  8.15.11  PCO II    HP/Huntsville
Lisa Brown  9.15.11  ASA III    HP/Motor Carrier
Robert Reid  8.15.11  Trooper    HP/Huntsville
Sharon Smith  8.16.11  Clerk    ABI/CISG
Meredith Stokeley 8.10.11  PCO II    HP/Montgomery

Retirements
Teddy Fain  9.01.11  Lieutenant   DL/Dothan
Billy Garrett  9.01.11  Communications Technician II SER/Comm Engineering
Janet Godwin  9.01.11  DL Specialist II   DL/Safety Responsibility
Marty Griffin  9.01.11  Captain    ABI/Headquarters
Eric Henderson  9.01.11  Trooper    HP/Motor Carrier
Earl Hudson  9.01.11  Custodial Worker  HP/Huntsville
Julie McCord  9.01.11  DL Specialist   DL/Information Services
Walter Mendenhall 9.01.11  Trooper    DL/Selma
Norbert Neely  9.01.11  Corporal   DL/Selma Examining
Terry Tate  9.01.11  Captain    DL/Headquarters
Elaine Wright  9.01.11  Trooper    HP/Motor Carrier

People You Know!
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Alabama Department of

P u b l i c  S a f e t y
Contributing:

Maj. Hugh McCall, ABI

Capt. Charles Ward, PS

Capt. Jack Clark, HP

Sgt. Ricky Agerton, ABI

Tpr. John Reese, ADM

Tommy Giles, Photography

Editor:
Ryan Godfrey

We’re on the WeB!
dps.alabama.gov

Questions? Comments? Concerns?
Stay in touch with The Blue Light.

Please e-mail all requests to:

robyn.litchfield@dps.alabama.gov

On Your Calendar
Monday, October 10

Columbus Day
Friday, November 11

Veterans Day
Thursday, November 24

Thanksgiving Day
Monday, December 26

Christmas Day (offices closed)

RSA Criminal Justice Center
Montgomery, Ala.

Contributing:
Chief Pilot Lee Hamilton, SER

Capt. Jack Clark, HP

Sgt. Melissa Hubbard, ABI

Sgt. David Steward, HP

Tommy Giles, Photography

Reserve Tpr. Tony Dickey

Robyn Bradley Litchfield

Editor:
Ryan Godfrey

Polygraph Training Oct. 1-31
Basic Police Session 142 1-31
DL In-service 3-4
DPS In-service 3-6
DL In-service 5-6
Advanced Criminal Patrol  10-12

ALERRT Training  13-14
THI School 17-28
Reserve In-service 21-22
ALERRT Training 24-25
Reserve In-service 28-29

To Whom It May Concern:

I will probably never know the name of the trooper who more 
than likely prevented a mojor accident or fatality on Interstate 65 
North today. This morning around 9:30 a.m. between Evergreen 
and Greenville, I was passed on the right by a black convertible (top 
down) driven by a white male. He came within an inch of hitting 
two vehicles and a semi-truck. His speed was at least 90 mph while 
he continued to weave in and out of traffic until I lost sight of him. 
I did see him again, however, this time he was in handcuffs standing 
on the side of the interstate near the Montgomery airport ramp. I am 
sure there is a way to identify this trooper. Please convey my thanks 
for taking that idiot off the road. I travel between Birmingham and 
Mobile each week and I thought I had seen all the nuts, but this guy 
was going to kill someone today.

   Sincerely,    

   Phil Marlar
   Mobile, AL

October Academy 
Schedule
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