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Take the Pledge
The fight to end distracted driving starts with you. Make the 

commitment to drive phone-free today. Distracted driving kills 
and injures thousands of people each year. I pledge to:

• Protect lives by never texting or talking on the phone while 
driving.
• Be a good passenger and speak out if the driver of the car 
is distracted.
• Encourage my friends and family to drive phone-free.

Motorists, Beware: Alabama’s 
Texting Law Goes into Effect Aug. 1  

Gov. Robert Bentley, seated, on May 8 signs into law House Bill 2, prohibiting tex-
ting while driving, as Rep. Jim McLendon, left, and Col. Hugh B. McCall look on. 
A driver’s first offense will cost $25 ($50 for the second, $75 for the third).

It takes less than 5 seconds for a driver 
-- going 55 mph -- to travel the length 
of a football field.

Imagine what could happen if that  
driver were to take his or her eyes off 
the road for “just a second.”  Texting, 
using a cell phone or smartphone, 
eating, drinking, adjusting the radio, 
talking to passengers and grooming 
often distract drivers, and the results 
can be deadly.  

Gov. Robert Bentley on May 8 signed 
into law House Bill 2, a measure 
outlawing texting while driving. DPS’s 
director, Col. Hugh B. McCall, was 
present along with Rep. Jim McClen-
don, who served as the House sponsor 
of the legislation with Sen. Jabo Wag-
goner as the Senate sponsor.  

The law goes into effect Aug. 1 and  
prohibits anyone from operating a mo-
tor vehicle on a public roadway while 
text messaging on a handheld cell 
phone or other handheld wireless de-
vice.  This law is aimed at saving lives 
by reducing distractions and encourag-
ing drivers to focus on the road.

Speaking to the crowd gathered for 
the signing,  the governor said, “It just 
doesn’t make sense. I personally am 
not too sure anybody should have a 
driver license if they don’t have more 
sense than that.”
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The Alabama State Trooper Asso-
ciation on April 23 honored Trooper 
Ronnie Redding as its 2011 Member 
of the Year and Trooper Carl Mitchell 
as runner-up.

Redding joined ADPS in June 2008 
and is assigned to its Mobile Post. He 
continues to exceed the department’s 
standards and has a passion for law en-
forcement. Not only does he impress 
his supervisors, but he inspires his 
peers and is perceived as a dedicated 
and knowledgeable leader, said those
who nominated Redding for the award.

Assigned to ADPS’s Quad Cities Post, 
Mitchell has been with the department 
since October 2007.  His strengths in-
clude his desire to uphold the highest 

Trooper Ronnie Redding, second from right, was named the Alabama State Troop-
er Association’s 2011 Member of the Year. He is pictured here with, from left, ABI 
Special Agent Johnny Senn; association president, Sgt. David Steward; Redding’s 
wife, Sandy R. Redding; and Sgt. Joe Piggot.

ASTA Recognizes 2011 Member of the Year

Trooper Carl Mitchell, second from left, 
is pictured with, from left, Steward, 
Piggot and Highway Patrol’s Assistant 
Division Chief, Capt. Jack Clark.  
possible professional standards and his 
character, which is beyond reproach, 
according to the supervisors who 
nominated him.

During the past year, Mitchell demon-
strated his dedication and selflessness 
as he served his post, the department 
and the citizens of the state. 

Throughout the month of May, the 
Department of Public Safety joined the 
nation in promoting Motorcycle Safety 
Awareness Month. 

Bill Shanks, DPS’s Fatality Analysis 
Reporting System senior statistician 
and motorcyclist, included a safety 
message in his daily reports for May. 
But all motorists should keep in 
mind motorcycle safety.  The annual 
initiative, supported by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, comes at an important time of 

year as more motorcyclists hit roads 
across the nation.  But the following 
tips should be used all year to avoid 
crashes involving motorcycles:

-- Pay close attention at intersections 
as motorcyclists may be making a left 
turn. 
-- Motorcycles can easily disappear 
into drivers’ blind spots or become 
hidden behind such objects as signs, 
trees or other vehicles. 
-- Motorcyclists do not always brake 
when slowing down, and the lack of 

brake lights makes it critical to main-
tain a safe following distance. 
-- The smaller size of motorcycles 
makes it difficult to accurately assess 
their speed and distance, so it is safest 
to assume they are traveling faster 
than it might appear. 
-- Certain obstructions on the road can 
be a larger threat to motorcyclists than 
other vehicles, and motorists should 
allow riders enough space to react. 
-- Slippery surfaces or other adverse 
road conditions make it tougher for 
motorcyclists to stop. 

Need for Motorcycle Safety Awareness Doesn’t End with Month of May

North Alabama 
Honors Aviation Unit
The Alabama State Trooper Aviation 
Unit was recognized several weeks 
ago for playing a key role in the Janu-
ary rescue of a man, woman and two 
preschoolers from Little River.

“Their lips already were blue,” said 
Sen. Shadrack McGill, R-Scottsboro, 
at a ceremony honoring the Aviation 
Unit, Fischer Rescue Squad, Adams-
burg Fire Department, DeKalb Ambu-
lance Service, National Park Service 
and DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office.

McGill said a hero is defined as a per-
son of distinction who has the courage 
or the ability to make a difference. 
“I’m here to honor those who risked 
their lives that day and do so on a 
daily basis,” he said.

The Aviation Unit has been involved 
in at least two rescues from the Little 
River Canyon area in the past couple 
of years and has trained often with the 
Fischer Rescue Squad for emergencies 
like the one in January.

The Alabama Department of Home-
land Security provided funding for 
the Aviation Unit’s equipment and 
training. 

Excerpt from The Gadsden Times
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DPS Participates in Walk
with Other State Employees

Six members of the Department of 
Public Safety from Headquarters joined 
other Alabama state employees May 
18 for a fun walk around the Capitol 
grounds. 

DPS walkers were Terri Coggins-Eiland 
(Computer Technology Services); Ash-
ley Cook and Adrian Arrington (Protec-
tive Services); and Holly Summerlin, 
Benita Akwiwu and Samantha Carter 
(Alabama Bureau of Investigation).

Hundreds of walkers  made the one-
mile trip around the Capitol to pro-
mote health and fitness. The event 
also included healthy snacks and door 
prizes. It was sponsored by the Alabama 
Department of Public Health’s Nutri-
tion and Physical Activity Division, the 
Governor’s Commission on Physical 
Fitness and the State Employees Insur-
ance Board.

In its April issue, The Blue Light started something new, a feature spot-
lighting the Department of Public Safety’s Radio Rooms and their staff 
members.  This quarter,  the spotlight shines on the PCOs from the Ope-
lika Post.   They are pictured, back row from left, PCO II Debra Maund, 
PCO I Kesha Clanton and PCO Doug Walker; and seated from left, PCO 
III Mary Lyles and PCO II Lee Smith. Lyles says the team’s strong sense 
of family -- and assistance from the Alexander City Radio Room --  gets 
everyone through the tough times.    

More Troopers Trained to Use LIDAR
The Department of Public Safety first 
purchased LIDAR (LIght Detection And 
Ranging) speed detection equipment in 
2003 and used it sporadically for special 
details. 

In fact, until recently, Highway Patrol’s 
policy only allowed LIDAR equipment 
to be operated by RADAR instructors, 
a group comprising mostly HP supervi-
sors.   

When additional LIDAR equipment 
was purchased, DPS revised its policy 
so that all HP troopers could be cer-
tified.  At the request of Lt. Donte’ 
Vincent, assistant troop commander at 
the Birmingham Post, Sgt. Jason Black 
and Cpl. Rick Ward of Highway Patrol’s 
Traffic Homicide Unit conducted a class 
in May that included members of the 
Birmingham and Jacksonville HP posts.  
By the end of the eight-hour class, 14 
troopers and one officer with the Clan-
ton Police Department were certified.

Sgt. Jason Black, right, discusses 
LIDAR operation with class.

Birmingham 
Post’s Cpl. Shan-
non Ellis, left, 
and Trooper 
William Elston 
practice using 
LIDAR.

Cpl. Brad Hill of the Birmingham Post 
participates in class. 
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Legislation Action with Ties to DPS
The 2012 Legislative Session, which 
adjourned May 16, resulted in a 
number of new laws that will have an 
impact on the Department of Public 
Safety and its operations.

Following is basic information on laws 
with ties to DPS. Find more informa-
tion at  www.alisondb.legislature.state.
al.us.
   
Blue Alert
Act 2012-178 
Formerly Senate Bill 180

Establishes a statewide alert system 
that is activated when a suspect of 
a crime involves the death or seri-
ous injury of a peace officer and law 
enforcement determines he continues 
to be a threat to the public. This act 
includes instances where a peace offi-
cer is missing in the line of duty under 
circumstances warranting concern 
for his safety. The director of Public 
Safety shall adopt and implement rules 
governing its operation.

Disarming a Law Enforcement
Officer 
Act 2012-396
Formerly Senate Bill 91

Establishes specifically a Class C 
felony, the crime of disarming a law 
enforcement or corrections officer if 
that person intentionally removes/de-
prives a firearm or weapon from that 
officer while he is acting within the 
scope of his official duties. 

General Fund Budget
Act 2012-568
Formerly House Bill 433

Establishes funding sources and 
spending authority for state agencies 
that operate tax revenue. Public Safety 
was allocated $53,737,175 to operate 
for Fiscal Year 2013. Also included is 
a $3,000,000 transfer from the Alco-
holic Beverage Control Board to DPS 
to purchase vehicles in FY 2013.

Certification of Private School
Driving Instructors 
Act 2012-501
Formerly House Bill 19

Allows a private high school driver’s 
education instructor who is certified, 
approved and trained by the Depart-
ment of Public Safety, to act as a third 
party testing agent for DPS for stu-
dents in driver’s education classes.

Occupational Disease of  
Law Enforcement Officers 
Act 2012 549
Formerly House Bill 95

Amends existing laws relating to the 
eligibility for death or disability ben-
efits and further defines occupational 
diseases in connection with the line 
of duty of certain law enforcement 
officers. 

The act now encompasses hyperten-
sion, heart disease, respiratory disease, 
cancer, HIV and hepatitis if contracted 

in the line of duty as qualifying for 
benefits.

Veterans Driver License  
Act 2012-516
Formerly House Bill 336

Provides that an honorably discharged 
veteran upon his request may have the 
word “VETERAN” displayed on his 
license. DPS worked closely with the 
bill’s sponsor Rep. Marcel Black of 
Tuscumbia for its passage.

Texting 
Act 2012-291
Formerly House Bill 2

Prohibits any person from operating a 
motor vehicle on a public street, road 
or highway while also text messaging 
on a hand-held wireless telecommu-
nication device. This act differentiates 
between text-based communications 
and entering a telephone number for 
the sole purpose of making a call.

Social Security Number 
on Driver License Repeal
Act 2012-362
Formerly House Bill 272

Allows the Department of Public 
Safety to retain the legal authority to 
require applicants for renewal of a 
driver license, learner’s permit or other 
authorization to drive to continue to 
provide a valid Social Security Num-
ber.
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Trooper lives to tell about ‘Death Race’ 

Cpl. Shannon Gates of the Huntsville 
Post trained for more than a year to 
prepare for the Spartan Death Race.

The Alabama Bureau of Investigation’s 
Area 7 agents participated in a Monroe 
County Drug Roundup in June, and 43 
suspects were arrested, said Lt. Charles 
D. Huggins, ABI Area 7 commander. 

The 35th Judicial Circuit Task Force 
received 57 indictments for street-level 
narcotics dealers operating in Monroe 
County area. The indictments were 
handed down by a grand jury as a result 
of an undercover buy program.

Also participating were the FBI, DEA, 
U.S. Marshals Service, Alabama Alco-
holic Beverage Control Enforcement
and Monroe County Sheriff’s Office.

Before they are even accepted for the 
Spartan Death Race, which is based 
in Vermont, potential competitors are 
required  to sign waivers stating that 
they understand they could die during 
a race.

Yes, die.

That, however, didn’t deter
one Alabama trooper from submitting 
his application. Cpl. Shannon Gates, a 
trooper assigned to Highway Patrol’s 
Huntsville Post, was eager to chal-
lenge himself and willing to give this 
endurance competition a try.

Almost 350 people entered the race, 
which is billed as “an event that will 
test your limits mentally, physically 
and emotionally,” said Gates, who was 
one of only 260 racers who actually 
showed up for the event that began 
June 15. 
 
“None of the racers know exactly 
when the race begins, the distance that 
will be covered, the ascent/descent 
that will be negotiated, the tasks that 
must be accomplished or the time that 
the race will end,” the trooper told re-

porter Charles Whisenant of The Arab 
Tribune. 

Prior to the race, the 42-year-old Arab 
man had to gather a lengthy list of 
items that he was required to include 
in his pack for the race:  needle and 
thread, life vest, pen, paper, black 
compression shirt, pink swim cap, 
five-gallon bucket, an axe and bag of 
human hair. 

Once the competition began,  Gates 
gave it his all for 52 hours, travel-
ing nearly 100 miles by foot, endur-
ing 25,000 elevation gain/loss in the 
mountains and doing so on no sleep. 

Not everybody understands the allure 
of such a competition, the trooper said. 
“I guess, in reality, I can’t put into 
words the allure of it, but that is ex-
actly the kind of adventure that draws 
me,” he said.

Gates was a bit disappointed that 
he did not finish the race, but it was 
a great experience and, he said, “I 
pushed myself harder and further 
than I ever have, and with that, I am 
happy.” 

Monroe County Drug Bust a Success

Above: ABI intern Braxton Ray, 
left, a senior at Tuskegee Univer-
sity, observes action with ABI Sgt. 
J.R. Ward.

Left: One of the 43 individu-
als arrested during the June 
drug roundup is taken into 
custody.
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Identification fraud, one of the fastest-
growing forms of robbery, costs finan-
cial institutions, businesses, govern-
ment and consumers billions of dollars 
each year.

The Department of Public Safety and 
the Alabama Retail Association part-
ner each year to honor individuals who 
go the extra mile to fight deceptive 
criminals and prevent fraud.  The two 
organizations recently awarded Driver 
License Division’s 2011 Examiner 
of the Year and 2011 Driver License 
Specialist of the Year.   

The winners were recognized during 
an awards luncheon April 9 at Wyn-
lakes Country Club in Montgomery.  
A DL Examiner I of the Huntsville 
District, Reba Thompson received 
the 2011 Examiner of the Year award. 
Regina Hardy, a DL Specialist of the 
Birmingham District, was named 2011 
Driver License Specialist of the Year.

In determining the awards’ recipients, 
a point system is used, with points 
allocated for each arrest. The more 
serious the crime, the more points an 
examiner or specialist will receive.

Thompson received 284 points in 
2011. Hardy earned 551 points for the 
year, with 125 points earned during the 
last quarter of 2011, which means  she 
also received the Fourth Quarter 2011 
Driver License Specialist award. 
Both of these top winners have re-
ceived these awards in past years. 

First runners-up were: DL Examiner 
Brittany Brown (with 254 points) of 
the Birmingham District, and DL Spe-
cialist Sharon Perry (with 483 points) 
of the Mobile District. 

DL Examiner I Ella Spencer, also of 
the Birmingham District, earned 88 
points and received the Driver License 
Examiner of the Quarter for the Fourth 
Quarter.

Driver License Recognizes Examiner of the Year 

Reba Thompson, center,  of the Huntsville District was named 2011 Driver License 
Examiner of the Year. Here, she is pictured during the awards luncheon with, from 
left, Col. Hugh B. McCall; Lt. Col. Kevin Wright; Major Terry Chapman, chief of 
Driver License Division; and Capt. Phillip Pettus.  

Pictured are, from 
left, Dianne Wam-
mack, chairwom-
an of the Alabama 
Retail Association;  
Chapman; Capt. 
Guy Rush, assis-
tant division chief 
of Driver License; 
and Rick Brown, 
president of the 
Alabama Retail 
Association.

Pictured, from left, are 2011 DL Specialist of the Year Regina Hardy, 
and runners-up Sharon Perry, Kimberly Miller and Ella Spencer, all of 
whom attended the awards luncheon. 
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Motor Carrier Safety 
Is an Active Part of HP 

Above: MCSU Cpl. Brad East works with a commercial 
vehicle driver during RoadCheck 2012 inspection.
Below: MCSU Tpr. Danny Burks, left, works with driver
as he conducts a pre-trip inspection at bobtail rodeo.

MCSU
 Trooper 

Dexter 
Emmanuel

inspects a  
commercial 

vehicle.  

Highway Patrol’s Motor 
Carrier Safety Unit personnel 
had a busy spring, including 
a bobtail rodeo in May and 
RoadCheck 2012 inspections 
in early June.  

A 72-hour national com-
mercial vehicle inspection 
blitz,  RoadCheck 2012 was a 
cooperative effort with local 
jurisdictions, Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administra-
tion and Commercial Vehicle 
Safety Alliance. 

Troopers conducted inspec-
tions on Interstate 20 near 
the 209 mile marker and on 
Interstate 85 near the 45 mile 
marker.

Earlier in the year, MCSU 
personnel served as judges 
for the Alabama Propane 
Association’s annual truck 
driving competition for pro-
pane haulers in Cullman and 
Montgomery.

In Montgomery, Troopers 
Danny Burks, Greg Scott, 
Will Keenan and Jacob Zim-
merman, Cpl. Mike Simmons 
and Sgt. Dale Cobb judged 
the competition. 

In Cullman, Troopers Ken-
neth Epps, Jeff Dunn, Shane 
Fleming, Justin Jones and  
Mark Wisner, along with Cpl. 
Greg McReynolds judged the 
competition.
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The Alabama Department 
of Public Safety conducts its 
departmentwide inventory 
check every other year 
during odd years.  The State 
Auditor’s office, then, 
conducts inventory during 
even years. 

Trooper Pilot Danny Coone, left, gives interns from Alabama State University in Montgomery an op-
portunity to sit in one of the Alabama State Trooper Aviation Unit’s helicopters during a recent tour 
of the unit’s Montgomery hangar.  ASU’s Criminal Justice majors learned a great deal that day.

This Year’s Inventory
a Success for DPS
Department of Public Safety employees 
know from personal experience how impor-
tant inventory inspections are.

There are 19,980 items valued at $500 or 
more (a helicopter tops the list at $3.4 mil-
lion!), but Service Division staff find that 
the list continues to grow.  And it is that 
division’s responsibility to ensure every-
thing -- from computer equipment, cameras 
and ballistic vests to weapons, radiation 
detectors, bomb robots and vehicles -- is 
accounted for each year. 

Walt Middlebrooks of the Service Division 
said the 2012 audit was one of the most 
successful in recent years thanks to every-
body’s efforts. He, Lila Childree, Glenn 
Mullis and Sgt. Andy Ricks (on loan from 
Driver License Division) did a thorough 
inspection and found that only 39 of  DPS’s 
almost 20,000 items have yet to be scanned.
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The Department of Public Safety’s Reserve Troopers stayed busy the weekend of May 4 at the Tal-
ladega Super Speedway. Ten reserve troopers dedicated many hours to routine patrols, traffic control 
points, VIP escorts, command post/compound security and other details that race weekend. Shown above 
are, from left, Reserve Troopers Tommy Burton, Kirk Ponder, Michael Gaines, Wendell Ward, Bobby 
Worthington and Anthony Hamby.

Troopers of all ranks -- from trooper to colonel -- 
participated in this year’s Alabama State Fraternal 
Order of Police memorial for fallen officers in May 
on the South Lawn of Alabama’s State Capitol.  
Three officers from around the state were remem-
bered at this poignant event.
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Tuscaloosa Post Earns Free SCCF Cookout
When Sgt. Ronni Fetty of the Driver 
License Division became DPS’s State 
Combined Campaign Fund coordina-
tor, she offered a deal: Any post or 
office with 100 percent participation 
would earn a cookout.

Sgt. Frank Hennigan of the Tusca-
loosa Post took this incentive and ran 
with it, making sure that everybody, 
even the custodian, participated in the 
SCCF drive. Post personnel celebrat-
ed their accomplishment during their 
June 28 meeting, which included 
plenty of Boston butt, baked beans, 
coleslaw and more.  

Each year, the SCCF gives state em-
ployees an opportunity to contribute 
money to select non-profit organi-
zations in  Alabama. While DPS’s 
goal was $31,899, the department 
only raised $9,151 (28 percent of the 
goal), with 148 employees participat-
ing. And 34 of those contributors are 
assigned to the  Tuscaloosa Post. 

Fetty urges everybody to give when 
the next campaign kicks off this fall.   
Every dollar makes a difference. 

Above: Col. Hugh B. McCall, center, 
and Lt. Col. Kevin Wright, second from 
left, and Highway Patrol’s Division 
Chief, Major Herman Wright, left, 
celebrate with Post personnel. 

Left: Sgt. Ronni Fetty, who was this 
year’s SCCF coordinator, worked the 
grill and provided lunch at the Tusca-
loosa Post.

Tuscaloosa Post 
personnel enjoy 

the fellowship 
during the 

SCCF cookout
at the end of 

June.
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Trooper Brad Counce, second 
from right, is a Traffic Homi-
cide investigator assigned to 
the Quad Cities Post. In May,  
he was honored at the Gov-
ernor’s Outstanding Service 
Member Awards Luncheon 
at Maxwell Air Force Base. 
Counce, who has been a 
trooper since 1997, currently is 
on active duty. His wife, Emily, 
and two of their five children 
(Cody, left, and Garrett) at-
tended the awards luncheon 
with him. 

Troopers Score Big in Annual Shooting Competition 
The Department of Public Safety 
was well-represented April 13 dur-
ing the Covington County Incident 
Response Team’s annual shooting 
competition. Law enforcement of-
ficers from Alabama and Florida 
competed on courses designed to 
test both accuracy and shooting 
speed. The top three shooters from 
each course competed in the fourth 
and final round.

DPS’s Evergreen Post Troopers 
Matt Kennedy, Trey Langham, 
Tracy Morgan and Chase Amis 
participated. They were joined by 
Cpl. Thomas Averette of Highway 
Patrol’s Mobile Post and Driver 
License Division’s Sgt. Lawrence 
Goff, also of Mobile.

Morgan and Goff advanced to the fi-
nal round of competition, a 20-target 
stage consisting of steel targets, steel 
plate racks, “dueling tree” targets 
and “hostage taker” targets. 

The course of fire involved shoot-
ing on the move, with the shooter 
obtaining the lowest time to be 
declared the winner.

When the smoke cleared, Goff had 
managed to edge out his competitors 
and was awarded the “Top Gun” 
trophy.

Representing the Department of Public Safety at this year’s Covington County 
Incident Response Team’s annual shooting competition are, from left, Trooper Matt 
Kennedy, Cpl. Thomas Averette, Trooper Trey Langham, Trooper Chase Amis, Sgt. 
Lawrence Goff and Trooper Tracy Morgan.

Goff proudly 
displays his 
‘Top Gun’ 
plaque. 
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News Events Promote Seat Belts, Safety
As the nation prepared to kick off the 
summer season, the Alabama Depart-
ment of Public Safety and its law en-
forcement partners from across the state 
and the nation worked to promote traffic 
safety. 

To raise awareness, DPS’s director, Col. 
Hugh B. McCall, and personnel from 
all divisions participated in a Click It Or 
Ticket news conference featuring Gov. 
Robert Bentley at the Selma Post. Later 
in the month, troopers joined law en-
forcement officials from Mississippi and 
Tennessee in Hands Across the Border 
events.

Trooper John Reese, a Public Information Officer assigned to the Selma 
Post, spoke at the Click It Or Ticket news conference held at the Post. 

Alabama Gov. Robert 
Bentley joined the 

Department of Public 
Safety in Selma for the 

Click It Or Ticket news
 conference.

The Department of Public Safety joined other law enforcement agencies in Alabama  and neighboring states to pro-
mote such safety campaigns as Hands Across the Border. Col. Hugh B. McCall, center, is shown with partners at an 
Alabama-Mississippi news conference.

Alabama State Troopers gather with their peers 
from the Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol at the 
Hands Across the Border news conference. 
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Studies show that being awake for 
more than 20 hours results in an 
impairment equal to a blood alcohol 
concentration of 0.08 -- the legal limit 
in Alabama.

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration estimates that “drowsy 
driving” causes an estimated 100,000 
police-reported crashes each year 
across the nation. And those crashes 
result in more than 1,550 deaths, 
71,000 injuries and more than $12 
million in monetary losses. According 
to a National Sleep Foundation survey, 
half of American adults admit that 
they have driven while sleepy -- and 
about 20 percent of them report that 

they have actually fallen asleep at the 
wheel within the previous year.

There are several key warning signs 
to tell when you or a loved one is too 
tired to drive: having trouble  focus-
ing or keeping your eyes open or your 
head up, yawning or rubbing your eyes 
repeatedly, daydreaming, drifting from 
your lane, tailgating and missing signs 
or exits, feeling restless, irritable or 
aggressive and noticing a slower reac-
tion time. 

If you notice any of these signs, you 
should pull over immediately at a safe 
place, and either switch drivers, take a 
nap or consider stopping for the night. 

And remember to avoid the following 
activities to prevent drowsy driving:
-- Don’t drive if you are tired or on 
medication that may cause drowsiness. 
-- Don’t drive at times when you typi-
cally would be asleep. 
-- Don’t rely on the radio, air con-
ditioning, an open window or other 
“tricks” to keep you from falling 
asleep.
-- Don’t drink alcohol (not even a 
small amount) and drive.

It may take you a bit more time to ar-
rive at your destination -- but at least 
you’ll be more likely to arrive safely. 

Source: National Sleep Foundation 

Drowzzzzzzzzzzzzy Driving can be Deadly 

The Department of Public Safety’s rollover  
simulator has a snazzy new look.  

Sgt. Steve Jarrett, commander of DPS’s Public 
Information/Education Unit, and his Public In-
formation Officers haul the simulator across the 
state to schools and to other programs to show 
individuals of all ages just what can happen to 
motorists when they aren’t buckled up.  
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ACJTC’s New State-of-the-Art Building is Complete
Storage building. The new building will be used for such events as graduation ceremonies. 

The auditorium is equipped with state-of-the-art audio and video systems.

The Alabama Criminal Justice 
Training Center, on the Wallace 
Community College-Selma cam-
pus has a brand new addition: An 
8,400-square-foot auditorium and 
multipurpose facility. 

It will be christened officially July 
26, when recruits from the current 
Alabama Police Academy gradu-
ate and celebrate the occasion 
with family, friends and officials 
from the Department of Public 
Safety and law enforcement agen-
cies from around the state. 

One of the nicest features is the 
system that includes a 360-degree 
video camera capable of zoom-
ing in on speakers and three large 
projection screens that are ca-
pable of displaying three separate 
images simultaneously. 

The multipurpose facility can be used in a variety of ways. The ACJTC now has a running track on premises.
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The Blue Light 
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Tommy Giles
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Capt. Roy Smith, Retired
Lt. Charles Huggins
Lt. George Thorpe

Lt. Clay Barnes 
Sgt. Steve Jarrett 
Sgt. Jason Black 

Sgt. David Steward
Sgt. Ronni Fetty
 Sgt. Dale Cobb

Cpl. Darryl Littleton 
Cpl. Thomas Averette

Trooper Charles Dysart
Reserve Trooper Wendell Ward

Walt Middlebrooks
Mona Lisa Hall

Madelyn Litchfield

Send story ideas and/or photos 
to Robyn Bradley Litchfield at 

robyn.litchfield@dps.alabama.gov.

Clerical Aide Volunteers Time during Interim
Knowing that work in the Driver 
License Division’s Medical Unit 
was backed up, clerical aide Loretta 
Thornton volunteered to continue 
working during the break between 
two five-month employment periods.

Thornton and other clerical aides fill 
temporary full-time positions that  
are financed by Commercial Driver 
License grants, and individuals may 
only work two five-month intervals 
with a two-month break in between. 
Capt. Guy Rush, Driver License Divi-
sion’s acting assistant division chief, 
and DPS’s director, 
Col. Hugh B. McCall, recognized 
Thornton April 24 in the Colonel’s of-
fice and presented her with a certifi-

Col. Hugh B. McCall, right, and Capt. Guy Rush, left, 
present Loretta Thornton with certificate in April.

cate of appreciation.
Rush said that the word “volunteer” is a 
rarely used term. While volunteering in 
the Medical Unit, Thornton earned noth-
ing but praise from DPS and personal 
pride. She served until her reappointment.

DPS Retirements during First Half of 2012
January

Linda D. Faulk, ASA I, Highway Patrol, 
Mobile
William R. Graham, Communications 
Tech Supervisor, Service, Montgomery
Perry B. Hardy, DL Supervisor, Driver 
License Records Unit, Headquarters
Carolyn A. Walker, DL Specialist, Driver 
License, Montgomery 
Trooper Charles E. Webb, Highway 
Patrol, Birmingham
Gloria D. Whiting, DL Examiner I, 
Driver License, Montgomery

February

Amelia Batchelder, PCO II, Highway 
Patrol, Hamilton

Sherry A. Potts, DL Examiner I, Driver 
License, Opelika
Lt. William A. Taylor, Driver License, 
Safety Responsibility, Headquarters
Sgt. Bart M. Walker, Highway Patrol, 
Hamilton

March

Sylvia A. Free, ASA I, Driver License, 
Reinstatement, Montgomery
Faye P. Hester, Criminal Intell Analyst, 
CISG/CyberCrime/ACMEC, Montgomery
Lt. Allen C. Jones, Highway Patrol, 
Headquarters.

April 

Capt. Randy Byrd, Service, Headquarters
Jennifer McIntyre, ASA II,  Inventory, 
Service, Montgomery

Trooper Clarence Terry, Driver License, 
Fraud, Tuscaloosa

June

Sheryl Barfoot, Intell Analyst, CISG/Cy-
berCrime/SOR, Montgomery 
Trooper Samuel L. Gilliand, Highway 
Patrol, Grove Hill
Lt. Joseph McCormick, Investigative 
Operations, Alabama Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Quad Cities
Trooper Hezikiah L. Walker, Hearing/
Fraud Unit, Driver License, Birmingham
Mary F. Whitley, ASA II, Investigative 
Operations, Alabama Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Tuscaloosa
Catherine Whitney, DL Examiner II, 
Driver License, Huntsville

-- Do you express frustration? Taking out 
your frustrations on your fellow motorists 
can lead to violence and/or a crash.
-- Do you fail to pay attention when driv-
ing? Reading, eating, drinking or talking on 
the phone can cause roadway crashes.
-- Do you tailgate? This is a major cause of 
crashes that can have deadly results.
-- Do you make frequent lane changes?

If you whip in and out of lanes to get  
ahead, you can be a danger to others. 
-- Do you run red lights? Do not enter an 
intersection on a yellow light. 
-- Do you speed? Going faster than the 
posted speed limit, being a “road racer” 
and going too fast for conditions are
some examples of speeding.
Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Could You be an Aggressive Driver?
Upcoming 

State Holidays
Sept. 3: Labor Day

Oct. 8: Columbus Day


