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Trooper Class 2006-D Graduates 

30 New Troopers Join Ranks of Highway Patrol 
 

 MONTGOMERY — Thirty new Alabama state troopers were sworn into service 
Jan. 25 as Col. J. Christopher Murphy, Department of Public Safety director, 
commissioned the new troopers during graduation ceremonies in Montgomery. In 
welcoming the new troopers to the ranks, Murphy stressed their obligation to uphold the 
highest standards in the performance of their duties. 
 
 Gov. Bob Riley congratulated the new troopers, saying, “Our state troopers work 
hard, day in and day out, to protect our citizens. I am proud of their dedicated service and 
pleased to welcome additional troopers to our force.” 
 
 Members of Class 2006-D, the fourth class of troopers to train in 2006, completed 
22 weeks of rigorous training at the Alabama Criminal Justice Training Center in Selma 
to become Alabama’s newest patrol officers. The training curriculum includes extensive 
classroom and field instruction to prepare the troopers for their first assignments in the 
Highway Patrol Division. 
 
 “In taking the oath of office, you become a part of what makes the Department of 
Public Safety strong and capable and vital to the state of Alabama,” said Murphy. 
“Beginning today, you help determine how this agency will fulfill its mission and carry 
out the services it renders to the state of Alabama.” 
 
 During the graduation ceremony several class members were recognized among 
their peers for high achievement in trooper academy training regimens. Brandon C. 
Christen earned the Academic Award for achieving the highest overall grade point 
average. Benton L. Carter received the Highway Response and Driving Award for 
demonstrating a high level of knowledge and ability in defensive and pursuit driving. The 
Firearms Award went to Jason W. Hewett for exhibiting the highest level of knowledge, 
skill and safety in firearms training. Fitness Awards went to Donald W. Worrell for 
attaining the highest level of physical fitness and George E. Thomas for achieving the 
most improvement in physical fitness. 
 

Jerry M. Ward was selected as the class’s top performer overall, receiving the 
Commander’s Award for exhibiting exceptional leadership, professionalism and 
dedication to Class 2006-D and the Department of Public Safety, while maintaining a 
high academic average. 

 
 Following is a roster of Class 2006-D members, their post and county 
assignments: 
 

—More— 
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Name Post County 
Christopher Amis Evergreen Covington 
James E. Bell Mobile  Clarke 
Jeremy J. Burkett Dothan Pike 
Brian K. Calder Decatur Limestone 
Benton L. Carter II Birmingham Jefferson 
Brandon C. Christen Mobile Baldwin 
Christopher M. Davis Opelika Russell 
Adam M. Ezekiel Birmingham Shelby 
Michael C. Fennel Alexander City Tallapoosa 
Jason W. Hewett Quad Cities Lauderdale 
James B. Hutchison Decatur Limestone 
Joseph L. Lathers Jacksonville Clay 
Karl M. Little Jacksonville DeKalb 
Robert C. MacLean Montgomery  Elmore 
Christopher B. Nunn Birmingham Jefferson 
Matthew A. Orman Jacksonville Calhoun 
John B. Pappion Alexander City Coosa 
Steven W. Parker Mobile Mobile 
Richard A. Pittman Tuscaloosa Greene 
William S. Pullins Birmingham Walker 
Harold D. Robinson Tuscaloosa Tuscaloosa 
David S. Rogers Tuscaloosa Tuscaloosa 
Joseph W. Smith Opelika Chambers 
George E. Thomas Birmingham Jefferson 
Jason L. Vice Tuscaloosa Tuscaloosa 
Julius W. Wallace Birmingham Shelby 
Jerry M. Ward Montgomery  Elmore 
Byron K. Whitmore Tuscaloosa Bibb 
Devylon D. Williams Montgomery Autauga 
Donald W. Worrell Jacksonville Talladega 
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