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Alabama State Troopers Save Lives, Enhance Safety
in ‘Take Back Our Highways’ Initiative

MONTGOMERY — A daily average of 510 Alabama state troopers braved record heat
logging 22,533 hours and 340,539 miles patrolling Alabama’s roadways this week in a
concentrated effort to save lives and increase safety. During the “Take Back Our Highways”
initiative, rural traffic fatalities dropped 69 percent and troopers issued 340 percent more traffic
citations than during the same period in 2006.

Col. J. Christopher Murphy, director of the Alabama Department of Public Safety, termed
the safety campaign an unqualified success and vowed to continue the agency’s strategic
intensive patrol and enforcement efforts. “Alabama’s highways are safer today because of our
state troopers and their exemplary work to save lives and increase traffic safety,” said Murphy.

“Take Back Our Highways” placed approximately 200 additional troopers — from all
divisions and all ranks — in uniform and on patrol duty Aug. 13-17 to combat Alabama’s
increasing traffic fatalities. Murphy said state traffic deaths climbed more than 5 percent in 2006
— to their highest level since 1973 — at the same time that traffic deaths nationwide fell 2
percent.

Partnering with Public Safety in conducting the campaign is the Alabama District
Attorney’s Association, whose members are committed to vigorously prosecuting “drivers who
have killed or caused serious injuries to themselves and other motorists on the roadways of
Alabama due to speeding and aggressive driving,” said District Attorney Richard J. Minor of St.
Clair County.

During the week, troopers targeted primary violations and driving behavior that cause
crashes and contribute to crash severity, Murphy said. These include speeding, failure to yield the
right of way, following too closely, driver inattention, and DUI. The campaign focused on crash-
prone areas and included line patrols, saturation patrols, driver license checkpoints, and LIDAR
details.

Murphy said troopers particularly appreciated Gov. Bob Riley’s first-hand observation of
a LIDAR detail on Interstate 65 during the week.

Murphy credited Riley and the Alabama Legislature’s support for hiring additional
troopers to supplement the state’s ranks. “Thanks to Gov. Riley and the Legislature, we have a
class of troopers in training now, we plan to hire a class in October, and we are implementing a
long-term hiring program,” said Murphy.

Here is a statewide tally for the Aug. 13-17 “Take Back Our Highways” campaign:
Rural crashes: 411
Injuries: 161
Fatalities: 4
Motorist assists: 580
Trooper traffic arrests: 26,126
e Hazardous arrests: 17,991
e Includes;
e DUI: 140
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Speeding: 11,931
Following too closely: 684
Improper lane change: 241
SB/CR: 4,995

e Non-hazardous arrests: 8,135
Non-traffic arrests: 620
Warnings: 1,308

For the same week in 2006, Aug. 14-18:
Rural crashes: 453
Injuries: 197
Fatalities: 13
Motorist assists: 406
Trooper traffic arrests: 5,932
e Hazardous arrests: 4,506
e Non-hazardous arrests: 1,426
Warnings: 2,192
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