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State Troopers Target ‘Preventable Fatalities’
in Regional ‘Take Back Our Highways’ Campaign

MONTGOMERY — Alabama state troopers are mounting an intensive, aggressive
highway safety campaign with the goal of zero traffic fatalities during the last week of
July, a period last year that registered 18 fatalities, the highest number of trooper-
worked fatalities in 2008 during a single week.

The traffic safety campaign also transits Alabama’s borders as the Mississippi, Florida,
Georgia, and Tennessee highway patrols join the Alabama Department of Public Safety
in a concerted “Take Back Our Highways” effort to prevent traffic fatalities July 25-31.
Alabama police and sheriff departments also will take part in the campaign.

“In the last two years, our state troopers have saved 195 lives on state roadways, but
we’re still seeing too many preventable fatalities in Alabama,” said Col. J. Christopher
Murphy, Public Safety director. “The drunken driver in her 50s who drove off the road
and overturned; the teenage driver, not wearing a seatbelt, who failed to yield the right
of way to an oncoming vehicle; the speeding motorcyclist who lost control, ran off the
road and into a ditch ... these fatalities never should have happened.

“These are the lives we are working to save,” Murphy said. “We have seen great
improvements in safety on our roadways. But as long as 65 percent of trooper-worked
fatalities are not buckled up, and as long as more than 40 percent of trooper-worked
fatalities involve alcohol, there are fatalities we can and will prevent.”

As during previous “Take Back Our Highways” campaigns, the July initiative will place
troopers from every rank and division — including those whose duties normally don’t
include patrol duties — in uniform and on patrol, said Murphy. “Motorists in Alabama
can expect to see more troopers on our roadways, and they can expect to encounter a
trooper if they speed, fail to buckle up, or drive under the influence of alcohol.

“Motorists endanger themselves and others when they choose to disobey traffic laws,”
Murphy said. “We encourage motorists instead to drive the speed limit, buckle up, and
partner with us to increase safety on our roadways and to save lives.”
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TBOH is a strategic initiative that specifically targets the driving behaviors that cause
crashes and contribute to crash severity. These include speeding, failure to yield the
right of way, following too closely, driver inattention, and DUI.

The campaign will include checkpoints, saturation patrols, line patrols and Task Force
Zero details scheduled in each trooper post to address identified threats to roadway
safety, Murphy said.

“We study how, when, where and why crashes occur to determine specific
countermeasures that will have the greatest impact,” he said. “Based on this business
model, our troop commanders custom-design patrol and enforcement programs that
troopers implement statewide.”

TFZ comprises teams of troopers who specialize in DUl enforcement and utilize specially
equipped vans to process and hold impaired drivers. The vans, referred to as
BATmobiles, are mobile breath-testing laboratories which were purchased through a
grant authorized by Gov. Bob Riley and administered by the Alabama Department of
Economic and Community Affairs. The Department of Forensic Sciences provided
chemical breath-testing equipment for the BATmobiles.

Murphy said the week-long campaign aims to bring about long-term improvement in
driving behavior throughout the southeastern region. “Mississippi and Tennessee have
been our loyal partners in ‘Take Back Our Highways,” and we welcome Florida and
Georgia. We believe motorists will benefit from the consistent emphasis on safety that
they’ll encounter as they travel from one jurisdiction to another,” Murphy said.

Troopers remind motorists to obey speed limits, buckle up, signal when turning and
changing lanes, pass safely, keep a safe distance from other vehicles, obey all other
traffic laws, and demonstrate patience and courtesy while driving.

Murphy reiterated the campaign’s goal of improving driving behavior, but said those
who choose to flout traffic laws during the week-long blitz run a high risk of receiving a
ticket. “Troopers will be out in force, and they will cite violators,” he said.
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